
Respite From the Wringer 

It truly was a breath of fresh air! 

Professor Mery, with her heart of 

gold, gathered four battle-weary 

ProMETA students—Delcy, Claudia, 

Yorleny, and Eva—and Professor  

Aldo from three different countries 

where they minister: Colombia,  

Costa Rica, and Venezuela. They 

convened at Delcy and Claudia’s 

home in Montelibano, Colombia for 

a ten-day study party. These  

students had gotten behind on their 

master’s degrees due to significant 

health and life challenges. Mery’s 

goal was to encourage and help them 

get across the finish line before the 

ProMETA system changes to being entirely accredited. This change will make finishing the  

degrees later more expensive and time consuming for these pre-accreditation era students.  

In our last newsletter we told you about Delcy “going through the wringer” with her sister’s death 

and the 24/7 care of her mother, and how utterly depleted she was. Delcy and the others were so  

refreshed and renewed as they worshipped, shared, prayed, and got to work on their studies. 

It was a hugely encouraging time for them all. I think they all went away having made good  

progress, ready to give their final master’s projects their all. I had a video chat with Delcy after-

wards and could see a big difference in her, as though a burden had been lifted. BUT... 

Delcy’s crises continue. A few days after the ten-day workshop ended, Delcy’s mother passed 

away. Now Delcy must deal with her mom’s estate in the midst of some trying situations—and still 

strive to finish her master’s degree and carry on with her Bible translation work for the Embera  

Katio people. Please say a prayer for Delcy as you read this, and if God lays her on your heart, your 

continued prayers for her (and the other students, too) would be welcome. 
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Professors and students gathered at the beginning of each 

day for worship, sharing, and praying . This became the 

joyous, encouraging foundation of their time together. 



Praise and Prayer 

 Pray for our health. Praise God that Robert’s health has been more stable. 

 Pray for constantly increasing spiritual depth and vitality for us, our kids, and our grandkids. 

 Pray that ProMETA, the online school we work with in Costa Rica, will flourish for God’s glory.  

 Pray for Delcy and the other students as they strive to finish their master’s degrees soon. 

 Pray for my cousin Esther’s husband, Les Nordman, as the leukemia has returned with a vengeance. 

See his CaringBridge https://bit.ly/41KFYyp) or GoFundMe (https://bit.ly/4imVyHI) pages for details.  
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What You Are Investing In 

Robert’s days continue to be filled with guiding 

and mentoring several Hispanic doctoral  

students and all of the master’s students in the 

Intercultural Studies track at ProMETA, in  

addition to participating in staff meetings and 

writing educational materials.  

God has allowed me the privilege of praying 

with and encouraging (and being encouraged) 

through one-on-one or small group friendships 

in English and Spanish. Keeping in touch with 

our partners via newsletters and personal notes 

are additional areas where I invest my time. 

Robert and I also sit on the Board of Partners  

in Joy. 

Thank you for joining us in this work. We are 

grateful for and humbled by your prayers and 

gifts to our ministry. “They are a sweet-smelling 

sacrifice that is acceptable and 

pleasing to God.” (Phil. 4:18)  

May God be glorified through  

us all, now and forever! 

A refreshed Delcy (middle) with the two professors, Mery and 

Aldo. FUN FACT: they are standing in front of the church in 

Monteria, Colombia that Robert’s dad pastored for a decade 

or so about 75 years ago. Delcy is the first missionary sent out 

by that church, and Robert has been investing in her through-

out her master’s training. Two generations of ministry ripples 

are represented here! ☺ Delcy has been working with the  

Embera Katio people of Colombia for 30 years.   
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