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Small Packages

Have you ever heard the saying, “Good things come
in small packages”? Well, we’ve had a lovely
example of that in our home for a couple of weeks
recently. Our dear ProMETA colleague and friend
Mery was with us for some respite as well as
medical attention. Mery may be petite, but she is a
production powerhouse with a big, big heart for God
and for people. She works tirelessly with her
students, helping them succeed in their goals. What
a sweet and special time we’ve had hosting her in
our home. We hope she’ll be returning in the future!

Nephrology, Urology, and God

Over the Christmas season, Robert found himself once again in the ER, this time with a kidney
infection. We celebrate heartily that he had not been to the ER for a whole year and a half! =
However, the kidney infection dropped his already low kidney function significantly, moving us
into the stage where the doctor mandated classes on dialysis. We learned a lot, including that
there are multiple methods of dialysis. Two of them are now being done from home, and they are
less harsh on the body than when dialysis is administered in a dialysis center—unless you count
your wife having to learn to stick two big fat needles into your surgically altered vein for each
dialysis session—four or five times a week—as traumatic! Let me tell you, the thought of that
@*@} was pretty traumatic to me! Then in a follow-up nephrology (kidney) appointment, we
g learned that symptoms which had developed after the kidney infection could indicate

serious bladder issues, adding yet another layer of complication. With those things piled
on top of other things I had already been concerned about, I felt thoroughly overwhelmed.

But God is faithful! We began grounding ourselves even more
intentionally in Him and His Word and asking people to pray, \—/éﬁ %U_é(/‘

and His peace settled in. ANDKENEREELT T8 M SRy




Robert was thrilled that the surgical preparations necessary for dialysis were not ordered
immediately at his February follow-up nephrology appointment. To his encouragement, he was
given two months before having to report in again. So as we wait for an appointment with a
urologist as well as the follow-up with the nephrologist, we are learning to rest in our God for
whom nothing is impossible. We stand on the Word of God and the God of the Word, asking
for healing and believing for His very best for Robert and for the Kingdom. Will you join us?

Meanwhile...Our Gratitude Overflows

We are thankful that Robert has been able to continue working full time with ProMETA
despite what has been going on with his health. He currently mentors four doctoral students
and one masters level student, in addition to developing and maintaining deep relationships

: | with numerous students and faculty members, and
consulting in faculty and staff meetings, etc. In addition,
he is writing two cross-culture courses which need to be
ready for the beginning of the next bimester.

We are beyond grateful for each of you who accompany
us on our journey and help us in our ministry through
your friendship, prayers, and financial support. It goes
without saying that we would not be able to accomplish
what we do without your help and the strengthening of
the Spirit of God. I hope you are aware of how valuable
and important you are to this ministry and to us and our
family. Thank you, thank you, thank you!
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Praise and Prayer
Pray for our health, especially Robert’s. We desire vim, vigor and vitality to serve our King!
Pray for constantly increasing spiritual depth and vitality for us, our kids, and our grandkids.

Pray that ProMETA, the online school we work with in Costa Rica, will flourish for God’s glory.
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Pray for PiJ’s finance officer, Esther Nordman, as she adjusts to life without her beloved Les.
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