
Well Done, Good and Faithful Servant 

Shortly after our Christmas letter went out, Robert became 

ill with what was thought to be a kidney infection—though 

it was likely the first sign of ANCA vasculitis, an autoim-

mune condition that causes bleeding in the kidneys and 

lungs. Since December, he had experienced intermittent 

blood in his urine, but on March 12 he was hospitalized 

with severe bleeding. 

 

Within days, he developed a cough, began coughing up 

blood, and struggled to breathe. It took a few days for  

doctors to determine the cause, but once they suspected  

ANCA vasculitis, they began aggressive treatment. Both the 

illness and the treatment were extremely hard on his body, 

and Robert fought valiantly and without complaint. In the 

end, God said his work on earth was done and took him Home to his reward. Now he is totally 

healed and experiencing REAL living! 

 

It Is Well With My Soul 

Though there were many difficult moments and a lot of suffering during Robert’s  

hospitalization, God beautifully sustained and carried us. (Isaiah 46:4) Several weeks before  

going to the hospital, Cece Winans’ song The Goodness of God spoke deeply to Robert, and  

became an important part of our journey. Also, Rob shared the song It Is Well With My Soul with 

us and it, too, became an integral part of our journey. Truly, God’s goodness has been chasing 

after me, and it really is well with my soul! Thank the Lord with me while I share some of the 

ways God’s goodness has been running after me/us, and how He is making it well with my soul. 

1. Bob and I were moved to a hospice room that looked like a beautiful hotel room!!  My heart 

overflowed with joy and gratitude! It felt like we were taking our last vacation together. 

2. In hospice, they gladly moved my sofa bed next to Bob’s hospital bed. I went to sleep, able to 
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This is how I will remember Robert! This 

picture was taken two weeks before he 

was hospitalized. 



be close to him and comfort him with my hand on his arm. 

3. On Saturday morning, April 18, I awoke overwhelmed with tears of gratitude, thanking  

Jesus for His goodness, for the nearly 46 years with Robert, and telling God that I love 

Him. That same deep, tearful gratitude filled me again after Robert died mere hours later, 

and has continued pretty much each day since. I’m amazed at God’s grace—cocooning my 

grief in gratitude and joy. Jesus truly is my Enough, just as, early on in the hospitalization, 

He promised me He would be if He took Bob Home! 

4. Christie and Rob have been rocks to me on this journey, 

bending over backwards to help in every way possible. 

Other family and friends have also been incredibly  

supportive—meeting practical needs, praying, and  

encouraging me. Each one is a gift from God. I know  

I’ll need ongoing prayer, and I welcome every prayer, 

trusting God to receive all the glory for what He has 

done and will do. 

When the dust settles, I am eager to carry on what I can of Robert’s legacy with ProMETA,  

facilitating the publishing of some of his materials, and watering seeds he planted with  

students and staff. I also look forward to continuing in the ministries of encouragement locally 

and overseas that I have been involved with already. I am trusting Johovah-Rohi to be my 

guide, and Jehovah-Jireh to be my Provider. Partners in Joy has assured me that they will  

continue to receive donations from anyone who feels called to continue to support me.  

There will be a celebration of Robert’s life on May 2 at 2:00 p.m. at Faith Bible Church,  

1437 W. Pleasant Run Rd, DeSoto, TX. We intend, Lord willing, to livestream it. I don’t yet 

have a link, but I will post it on Facebook and try to send out an email when I have it. If any of 

you who only get a paper copy of this letter want the link, please let me know and I will mail it 

to you. Anyone with the link should be able to watch it after the fact, as well as during the  

memorial. 

Praise and Prayer 

• Pray for me as I adjust to life without my beloved soulmate. 

• Pray for constantly increasing spiritual depth and vitality for me, our kids, and our grandkids. 

• Pray for ProMETA, as Robert’s absence leaves a giant hole.  
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