
A New Era Begins  

Robert’s relatively sudden move to Heaven during what felt to us like the height of his  

missionary career did not take God by surprise. Though I miss Robert deeply and I don’t  

understand why God allowed this, I trust Him. I sense that He is writing a story far beyond 

what we can see, and that He is offering me the privilege of picking up the baton from Robert 

and running with it. I bring a different set of God-given strengths to the table, and it will be fun 

to see what He will do through those. A huge part of Robert’s ministry involved encouraging 

and pouring into ProMETA staff and students, and I foresee being able to carry on with some 

portion of that, supporting them and investing in their lives—as well as being supported and 

encouraged by them! Already there are ripples from their ministries attributable in part to the 

seeds that Robert and I planted in their lives. Now I envision getting to water the seeds and 

watch the ripples expand! I also anticipate facilitating the publication of some of Robert’s  

materials that ProMETA has expressed an interest in having.  

God has allowed me to participate in His work in a number of global ways beyond the scope of 

ProMETA. I am on the Board of Partners in Joy, and thus am connected with a number of  

powerful associated ministries, some of which I hope to feature for you in the future. I am still 

in frequent contact with the dear folks in Churningaveni, Peru, where I served as a linguist and 

Bible translator before I was married. Additionally, I have had a ministry of prayer and mutual 

encouragement with multiple people, locally and in Latin American countries, which I intend 

to refresh again when the overwhelming flood of all the practical, legal, and financial details 

that must be taken care of after the death of a loved one abates. Please keep me in your prayers 

as I take care of these details and explore with God the specifics of how He wants to work 

through me in this new era. Let all that I am wait quietly before God, for my hope is in Him. 

Psalm 62:5NLT. I do know this: God is inviting me to a life of richer faith, more childlike trust, 

and rapturous enjoyment of Him and His love. A life characterized by praise in the midst of 

sorrow. A life overflowing with joy, peace, and above all, love. Please pray that I will  

experience all that He has for me, and that I will reflect Him well to the world around me. 
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For I am about to do something new. See, I have already begun! Do you not see it? I will make 
a pathway through the wilderness. I will create rivers in the dry wasteland. Isaiah 43:19 NLT 



Preparing Robert’s Library 

Before Robert moved to heaven, he outlined for me how he wanted his treasured, massive  

library to continue to serve the Kingdom. But it had to be readied. My sister Sylvia, who came 

from Papua New Guinea to be with me for a while after Robert died, graciously helped me 

whip the library into shape. In order to comprehend the enormity of that task, you’ve got to  

understand that while Robert was blessed with incredible brilliance and many talents, organi-

zation was not his strong suit. And he was unimaginably prolific in his course and textbook 

preparation and creation. His prolificity went way beyond the ability of his once organized 

wife to keep up with, to the point that, other than occasional 

spurts of effort, she—I       —gave up. But with 

Sylvia’s help, we “ate that elephant one bite at a 

time.” And now the dust is gone, the books are 

all on shelves, and piles of papers are filed or 

shredded/tossed. Thank you Sylvia, and thank 

You God! 

Fun Family Moments 

In the midst of “elephant-eating” 

and dealing with the usual legal 

and financial tasks that follow 

the death of a loved one, I’ve  

enjoyed some lovely family 

events including the graduation 

of my youngest grandson, Nathan, from high school, and  

gatherings with other family members who naturally wanted to 

spend some time with Sylvia while she was here. God’s good-

ness continues to run after me, and it is well with my soul! 

Praise and Prayer 

• Pray for me as I continue to adjust to life without my beloved soulmate. 

• Pray for constantly increasing spiritual depth and vitality for me, our kids, and our grandkids. 

• Pray for ProMETA, as Robert’s absence leaves a giant hole, and ask God to help me to fit into His 

plan. 
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