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The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son and will call him Immanuel. Isa. 7:4 

Rest, Reflection, and Refreshment 

Part of our ministry includes the privilege of helping “hold 

up the arms” of students who are laboring on the front 

lines. The last week of November and the first week of  

December found us hosting our dear Costa Rican friends 

and missionary colleagues Manuel and Yorleny Porras for 

twelve days of rest, reflection, and refreshment. A time for 

them to receive ministry after giving of themselves so 

completely to sharing Christ and discipling believers in  

various indigenous groups in Costa Rica for so long.  

I was able to clear my  

calendar and put ministry and 

personal projects aside for 

the two weeks, and Robert 

joined us when he didn’t have 

other responsibilities.  

What a special time it was for 

all of us! We spent hours 

around our table talking 

about ministry, miracles, memories, and much, much more. We laughed and cried, prayed 

and played, cooked and ate, rested and worked, shopped and toured some local spots of  

interest, and generally just shared a refreshing time of renewal. A time of enjoying  

Immanuel—God with us. 



Manuel and Yorleny got to experience Thanksgiving with almost 30 of my extended family at 

my brother’s home (no good pictures, unfortunately.) They even prepared a couple of  

turkeys with me, and Manuel peeled close to 20 pounds of potatoes for mashed spuds!  

Once Again In January, This Time With Mery 

Mery, another dear fatigued friend and ministry colleague will join 

us, Lord willing, for a while in January for some TLC. She just finished her D.Min. (Bob edited 

her dissertation.) We are blessed to be able to be a conduit of God’s love and refreshment to 

her as well. Thank you for standing with us as we encourage, mentor, and help empower  

Hispanic Kingdom workers for maximum impact around the world. 

Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year! 

Praise and Prayer 

• Pray for Manuel and Yorleny, for wisdom, strength, and increased provision for their ministry. Their 

income is meager. (We helped them pay for their tickets to visit us.) 

• Pray for Mery to get good rest in January. 

• Pray for my cousin Esther. Her husband, Les Nordman, went to be with the Lord December 12. Details 

at CaringBridge https://bit.ly/41KFYyp) and GoFundMe (https://bit.ly/4imVyHI). 

• Pray for physical and spiritual health and vitality for our whole family. 
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